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Summer greetings as we hopefully enter the long awaited end to the pandemic.  We in 

Canada are so fortunate to have access to both an adequate supply of vaccines and a 

medical system which can deliver them.  We have reached the vaccination point where 

we can start to re-open our Temples and meet in person, after the last year and a half 

which has been so difficult for Temples, the Ministers, and the Sanghas.  We have all 

learned a lot about safety, technology, and staying engaged and connected online. 

In April, we held our AGM by Zoom, our second remote AGM.  While we miss the ca-

maraderie of the in-person meeting, Zoom is much cheaper and makes it  possible for 

more people to attend. 

AGM delegates approved moving the society from under the Canada Not for Profit Act to the BC Societies Act.  This is an im-

portant undertaking because it eliminates the possibility that the JSBTC could be considered a soliciting corporation under the 

federal legislation,  with the associated expensive financial reporting issues.  The project was a lot of work, with Barrie Robb 

(Calgary Buddhist Temple) acting as project manager and with Greg Chor and Laura Sugimoto doing considerable re-drafting of 

by-laws.  Other board members participated in extra Zoom calls to review and comment, while Temple Presidents joined two 

special Zoom calls for updates and input.  Many thanks to all who worked on this and to our lawyer,  Ashley Celenza at Dejager 

Volkenant. 

AGM delegates also approved the Boardôs decision last year to reduce the templesô annual assessment to $20/temple member 

from the budgeted $80/temple member.  As well, they approved the reduction of the 2021 annual assessment to $40/temple 

member, recognizing the financial difficulties some temples have arising from being closed for 16 months. Some temples have 

raised concerns about JSBTC incurring financial difficulties with the reduction in assessments.  However, JSBTC has been very 

fortunate in its return on investments over the past several years, and it is fiscally able to absorb this reduction. 

Re-elected to the Board for another two years are Greg Chor (Vancouver), Kent MacCarl (Vancouver), and Laura Sugimoto 

(Calgary).  Lucy Yoshioka (Fraser Valley) was also elected after joining the Board on an interim basis in January.  Harvey Kaita 

(Manitoba) and Debra Campbell Hayashi (Vernon) continue as members of the Board.  Subsequently, the Board elected Laura 

Sugimoto as President, Greg Chor and Debra Campbell Hayashi as joint Vice Presidents, Greg Chor as Treasurer, Debra 

Campbell Hayashi as Secretary, and Lucy Yoshioka as Womenôs Federation Liaison.  Kent continues to oversee investments, 

and Harvey chairs several committees including Bishop Affairs and Ministersô Retirement Fund.  In addition, there are several 

people who volunteer on an ongoing basis:  Robert Miyai (website), Kari Natsuhara (ministersô health benefits), and Phylliss 

Ohashi (thank yous).   

The Board continues to worry about Board succession.  It is important to have new people at the Board table, with new ideas, 

new viewpoints, and new skills.    It is especially important that there is some representation from Eastern Canada on the Board 

or the committees; currently there is no one participating from east of Manitoba.  If you are interested in helping Jodo Shinshu 

Buddhism in Canada by supporting our ministers and our temples, expanding the Living Dharma Centre, and broadening our 

social media platforms, please consider joining a Board committee or the Board itself.  Speak to any of the Board members for 

more information!   

 

 

VOLUNTEER WITH THE JSBTC! 

Contact:  JSBTCnewsletter@gmail.com 

http://dejagervolkenant.com
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TSUITO HOYO SERVICE, APRIL 25TH, 2021 

 

The Tsuito Hoyo service held the day after the AGM was a 

special event as the kyodan welcomed Rev. Hirano and bid 

farewell to Rev. Miyakawa.   Rev. Hirano returned from his 

studies in Japan at the beginning of April, and he gave the 

dharma talk for the Tsuito Hoyo service.  Rev. Hirano has 

now assumed responsibility for the BC interior temples: Ke-

lowna, Vernon, and Kamloops; he will be officiating at their 

Obon services in July.   We are so fortunate to have Rev. 

Hirano joining our ministers.    

Rev. Hirano on Tsuito Hoyo service Zoom call. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Miyakawa resigned in January of this year, after 36 years of dedicated service.  The Tsuito Hoyo service was our oppor-

tunity  to properly thank him for all that he has done.   We will miss his thoughtful and inspiring dharma talks.  We wish him all 

the best in his retirement. 

 

 

 

        From Tsuito Hoyo service Zoom Call:   

        Rev. Miyakawa  
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Some familiar faces from the Tsuito Hoyo service Zoom call: 

 

Socho Aoki 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Izumi 

Sensei Roy Akune 

Sensei Joanne Yuasa 

Rev. Grant Ikuta 

Sensei Robert Akune 

Mrs. Terrie Ikuta 
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RAYMOND TEMPLE SHRINE 

 

Wakabayashi Butsugu Company. They were imported to Canada in 1936 and consecrated in 1937.  Because of the evacuation 

of Japanese Canadians and an Order-in-Council in 1943 disposing of all property owned by Japanese Canadians in the evacu-

ation zone, in 1946 the remnants of the Royston congregation donated the shrine to the Raymond Buddhist Church.  On April 

21, 1946, the Raymond Buddhist Church received the shrine in the presence of Rev. Ikuta, Rev. Kawamura, Rev. Hirahara, and 

Rev. Asaka who held a consecration service with a chigo parade afterward. 

The Amida statue (gohonzon) was not part of the Royston shrine.  It was probably commissioned for the New Westminster Bud-

dhist Church in  Vancouver when it opened in 1932.  It was brought to Raymond in 1942 by  Rev. Ikuta, the minister at the New 

Westminster Buddhist congregation, when he was relocated to Raymond during the war.  He donated it to the Raymond church. 

The Raymond Church itself had an notable past.  The building was constructed in 1902/3 as a school, used as an LDS meeting 

house, and in 1929 sold for $5000 to eight Japanese farmers to become the first Jodo Shinshu Buddhist temple east of the 

Rockies, a significant sum for a small Japanese community 

to carry, especially as the Depression was about to set in.  

The building was not only the site of religious ceremonies, it 

was also the hub of all cultural activities for the Japanese 

community.  With the arrival of many Japanese Canadians 

from the west coast during WWII, the Raymond Temple be-

came the center of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in Southern Al-

berta.  Its ministers, especially Rev. Kawamura and Rev. 

Ikuta, established a thriving Buddhist community, and fos-

tered the development of Buddhist scholarship in North 

America.   When the Raymond Temple closed in 2006, it 

was the oldest continuously used Buddhist temple in Cana-

da.  When the Temple closed,   Rev. Dr. Leslie and Mrs. 

Toyo Kawamura purchased the shrine and had it properly 

dismantled and placed in storage.  In 2009, the Kawamuras 

donated the shrine to the Glenbow Museum in Calgary, 

where it was displayed until 2018.  It is currently in storage at the museum. 

In 1988, the Raymond Buddhist Church was described  in the Encyclopedia of American Religious Experience  as "one of the 

finest [Buddhist] shrines in North America."[2] When the shrine was transferred to the Glenbow Museum, it was reviewed by sever-

al Japanese art historians.  Drs. George and Willa Tanabe (University of Hawaii) were impressed with the quality, detail, and con-

dition of many of the objects.  They also commented that some of the objects and imagery are associated with the Nishi 

Hongwanji school and some with the Higashi (Otani) school.  For example, they describe the shrine case (kuden) as 

ñextraordinary ð it is unusual in style and intricate é Its three roofs and three niches are unusual today and there is nothing like 

this in Hawai'i temples é the closest examples are all from the Otani school.ò  The mix of objects and imagery indicates that fol-

lowers of both traditions had come to Canada and instead of establishing separate temple, congregations worked together to es-

tablish one temple for them all, that blended elements of both traditions together.   

The shrine from the Raymond Buddhist Temple has 

a long history that is intertwined with the story of the 

Japanese immigrants who came to Canada in the 

early 1900s.  Its first home was in Royston, BC. In 

1917, six Japanese labourers working at a sawmill 

cooperatively bought the mill and created a Japa-

nese community.  They immediately established a 

Japanese  Buddhist congregation and built a timber 

frame structure for the church. This was the only 

Buddhist church on Vancouver Island and also 

served the surrounding communities of Cumberland, 

Courtenay, Union Bay, and Comox.  Sixty Japanese 

families jointly contributed money to pay for the pro-

duction of the shrine and its associated ritual ob-

jects.  The main shrine (butsudana) and many of the 

ritual objects used in it were all made in Kyoto by the  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raymond_Buddhist_Church#cite_note-lippy-2
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The art historians also point out these temple artifacts represent the religious lives of ordinary people, not ñhigh artò,  and were 

often not considered important enough to preserve.  They say that the Raymond materials should be counted as among the 

finest of these materials to have survived anywhere in the world.  They are unique in collections held in North America. 

In 2006, the Raymond Temple was recognized by Canada Heritage under the Historic Sites and Monuments Act.  The plaque 

on site says:  ñAt the turn of the 20th century, Japanese immigrants laid the foundations of a community that would be strength-

ened by the arrival of Japanese Canadians forcibly removed from the West Coast by the federal government during the Second 

World War. Together, they contributed to the rebuilding of the nationôs Japanese community and its culture following the war. A 

pillar of social and cultural life for the Japanese of Alberta, the Raymond Church played a key role in the reconstruction of the 

Buddhist Church of Canada during this period and became a symbol of continuity and perseverance for three generations of 

Japanese Canadians.ò 

The history of the shrine and its artifacts, as well as the history of the Ray  

mond temple, is an important part of the story of the lives of Early Japanese 

emigrants to Canada, where religious institutions functioned as the centre of 

the community membersô lives.  It is extraordinary that sawmill workers on 

Vancouver Island were able to pool their money to commission the produc-

tion of a top-of-the-line shrine and accoutrements.   It is extraordinary that 

farmers in Southern Alberta were able to cooperatively buy a building and 

support a series of ministers from Japan.   A remarkable testament to their 

devotion and a moving legacy for us.  Okage sama de.  

 

 


